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COINAGE :

It is evident from the lavish gifts in coins of the
Rayas and the merchants to the gods. Krishnadevaraya
performed Kanakabhisheka (both of gold) to Sri.
Venkateswara of Tirumala with 30,000 varahas besides
presenting a crown bedecked with nine lends of precious
stones and several ornaments.92 A merchant Prince Kalette
Setti endowed the temple with a capital of 48,900 panas,93
another merchant Narayana Setti with 21430 panas94 and
some other person named Sitama Setty with 14,500 panas95

It is seen from the Parasara madhaviyam that the
King Harihara I! issued an order that the tax should be paid
in coin instead of in kind.96 He improved the royal mint house
and introduced Devanagari Lipi (script) in the public records
and the legends of tire Kings on the coins.97 The legends
with the name of the symbols on the obverse of the coins
generally were of the religious characters.

Coinage was never a monopoly of a single power
though this condition was nearly realised for some time
under the control of the state. Every provincial capital haci
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